UNITED ASSOCIATION
of Journeymen and Apprentices
of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry
of the United States and Canada
Steve Morrison
Director of Canadian Affairs | International Vice-President | District 6

April 19, 2017
Dear UA Member,
I hope this email finds you well. I’m reaching out to provide an update on the Project Labour
Agreement (PLA) that we are seeking with Kinder Morgan for the Trans Mountain Expansion
(TMX) project.
UA Canada remains a strong proponent of pipelines and believes that there is no safer way to
transport Canadian oil across our country. As we have stated to you in previous letters if we
participate and ensure the highest standards are maintained then we can say with confidence
that all Canadians can rest assured that the environment and their interests are protected.
Despite our efforts over many months to meet with Kinder Morgan, we have still not secured a
commitment from Kinder Morgan for BC union jobs on TMX.
Further, Kinder Morgan Canadian President, said publicly a few weeks ago that project costs
were increasing due to onerous safety requirements.
We want to let you know in advance that The B.C. Coalition for Safety Before Profits and its
members have launched an online campaign to tell Kinder Morgan to keep their promise to
British Columbians - and that is a promise to put Safety before Profits.
In response to a growing community of British Columbians who are concerned about Kinder
Morgan’s level of commitment to safety, rigorous training for their workers, and upholding
B.C.’s Five Conditions, the B.C. Coalition for Safety Before Profits was formed. Founding
coalition members include the International Union of Operating Engineers, the Labourer’s
International Union of North America, United Association Canada (Canadian Piping Trades),
and Teamsters Canada. Collectively, these members have safely built most pipelines in
Canada.
Why then, would Kinder Morgan rely on anyone other than the most experienced workers to
build their Trans Mountain Expansion pipeline? Join B.C.’s skilled, unionized pipeline workers
in telling Kinder Morgan to keep their promise to B.C.!
442 Gilmour Street Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0R8 (Tel): 1-613-565-1100 (cell): 1-519-501-6488 Email: Steve.morrison@uacanada.ca

MARK McMANUS
General President

STEVE MORRISON

International Vice President & Director
of Canadian Affairs

PATRICK KELLETT

General Secretary - Treasurer

UNITED ASSOCIATION
of Journeymen and Apprentices
of the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry
of the United States and Canada
Steve Morrison
Director of Canadian Affairs | International Vice-President | District 6

Our campaign is built around the following key positions:
·

Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain Expansion project is a significant opportunity for British
Columbians.
o For B.C., that means ensuring all the government’s five conditions are met and
that B.C. gets a fair share of the economic benefits of the project.
o For B.C.’s skilled trades workers and workforce of the future, that means not
getting undercut by temporary foreign workers so Kinder Morgan can cut costs.
o For Kinder Morgan, that means meeting B.C.’s five conditions and keeping its
promise to put safety before profits.

·

We are telling Kinder Morgan to keep its promise to British Columbians – and that is a
promise to put safety before profits.
If Kinder Morgan is willing to cut costs with unqualified cheap labour, then they are
putting profits before safety.

·

It matters who builds the pipeline:
·
·
·

Kinder Morgan should rely on the same union workers that built the original pipeline
without incident.
Pipelines built by experienced Canadian union pipeline workers will be safer than those
built using unqualified or temporary foreign labour.
To grow and support the workforce of tomorrow, pipeline unions have invested $85
million in rigorous training to ensure well-paying middle class jobs for B.C. and for
Canada.

Here’s where you can help:
Please visit the website at www.safetybeforeprofits.ca. You’ll find easy links to Facebook,
where many of our stories will be showcased, and where you can like and share with friends,
relatives and neighbours. We plan to add new stories as the campaign unfolds over time to
build momentum.
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Thousands of hard-working British Columbians are available for work. Collectively, our union
members have built most the pipelines in Canada. Kinder Morgan needs to keep its promise to
BC and ensure well-paying middle class jobs go to experienced and trained B.C. workers.
Thanks for your support and please don’t hesitate to let me know if you have any questions.
Please note that our campaign spokespersons are:
Lionel Railton, Canadian Regional Director BC, IUOE - LRailton@iuoe.org
Patrick Campbell, International Representative, Canadian Region, IUOE - PCampbell@iuoe.org
Please direct any media queries directly to them.
The campaign website link is www.safetybeforeprofits.ca
The Facebook campaign link is https://www.facebook.com/SafetyBeforeProfits/
Best regards,

Steve Morrison
International Vice President/ District 6
Director of Canadian Affairs, UA
SM/al

442 Gilmour Street Ottawa, Ontario K2P 0R8 (Tel): 1-613-565-1100 (cell): 1-519-501-6488 Email: Steve.morrison@uacanada.ca

MARK McMANUS
General President

STEVE MORRISON

International Vice President & Director
of Canadian Affairs

PATRICK KELLETT

General Secretary - Treasurer

